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Muhanned Cader, Untitled, 2008 (detail), paper collage, notebook 25.7 x 13.9 cm (open). © Muhanned Cader
(Image graphically adapted by Burger Collection)

It’s proving to be an exciting moment for the Burger Collection with the launch of the second
installment of the Quadrilogy in Hong Kong. It will kick off in May with the multi-disciplinary
platform entitled I Think It Rains in collaboration with the artist-run organization 1a space
including contributions by some 20 artists and writers from Hong Kong and abroad. This
warm-up exhibition also serves to announce a three-year project which will develop a
sustainable curatorial model on-site. With Hong Kong presently being lionized as a booming
art market, this project comes at a turning point in terms of the future development of the
local cultural scene. Observers are wondering how its thriving commercial arts sector, and the
growing institutional commitments will affect its art ecology. Enthused by the prospect of
working on-site, but also aware of the cultural complexities of the region, Burger Collection’s
curatorial team has been keen to carve out a meaningful trajectory into the local situation by
exploring structures and practices of art in and around Hong Kong since 2010. Dialogs with
diverse cultural practitioners throughout the last two years spurred up specific questions
about curatorial methods: How to set up a contextually valid project in Hong Kong whilst
remaining mindful of the recent history of contemporary art in the region and relating it, as
seamlessly as possible, to some recent directions of experimental art today? As a result,
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Quadrilogy 2 takes a different course compared to the first installment Conflicting Tales (in
Berlin in 2009). In an essay to secure better understanding of the various levels in the regional
art system, in culture and history at large, we have teamed up with 1a space as a key partner
on site, which enabled us, this time around, to base the curatorial frameworks on continuous
conversations with them. 1a space is a renowned artist-run organization well embedded in the
cultural scene of the Hong Kong region with whom we share an emphasis on artistic practice,
on trans-cultural methodologies and on new approaches in curatorial practice (more below).
We’re equally thrilled to announce the recent accomplishments of several of our funding
partners, such as the solo exhibition of Beijing based artist Song Dong in Hong Kong
presented by Asia Art Archive and Mobile M+ and the release of the first comprehensive
monograph of Pakistani artist Naiza H. Khan published by ArtAsiaPacific (more below).

I THINK IT RAINS, Cattle Depot Artist Village, Hong Kong

Mong Kok district, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Photograph by Alain Kantarjian, 2013. © Alain Kantarjian

Burger Collection is pleased to announce the launch of a three-year exhibition and research
project developed and realized with 1a space, an independent artist-run organization in Hong
Kong.
The project will open in May 2013 with the multi-disciplinary exhibition I Think It Rains at the
heritage site of the Cattle Depot Artist Village in Hong Kong. This first phase of the project
unfolds from May until December 2013. Its major components will consist in artist
residencies, panels and workshops, as well as the production of ephemera and a catalog

documenting the yearlong productions. I Think It Rains brings together artists, writers, and

critics invited by Burger Collection and 1a space in a tentative of creating a cross-disciplinary
collaborative model. I Think It Rains will emphasize the multi-faceted practices of the

participating artists and writers ranging from mixed-media work to installations, pseudowriting, or radio-programs, and the like.
Early gatherings between our curatorial team and 1a space addressed the question of how to
create a meaningful context of presentation, at this juncture in time, for diverse artistic

approaches of a more experimental nature. Plotted as a platform for sustainable activities, an
overall time frame of three years was set. Within this frame, the project aims at developing
one possible mode of collaboration, connecting a local and an international organization.
Burger Collection is now actively involved for the first year to allow for the development of
basic parameters for the collaboration.

I Think It Rains will take place on the premises of the Cattle Depot Artist Village, a heritage
site located in the old town center of Kowloon and a unique venue for alternative works to
happen. The exhibition will consist of new and existing works by artists from Hong Kong and
abroad, spreading out in the various spaces of the Cattle Depot including parts of the public
outdoor areas. A full day of performances and happenings on May 24 will take place inside the
Cattle Depot and in the adjacent urban area of Mong Kok.
The title, I Think It Rains, is borrowed from the homonymic poem by Nigerian poet and Nobel

laureate Wole Soyinka. Rather than circumscribing a topic or theme, the title points to some of
the motifs of the project: a sense of physical actuality and sensuality, of details and
multiplicity, of a continuous present, of a porous quality of space as well as of the relations
between the imaginary and the material.
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SAVE
SAVE THE
THE DATES
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2013

May
May 16
16: Soft opening of the exhibition I Think It Rains (May 17 - June 30)
May
May 23
23: Launch of Torrent Magazine n° 1
May
May 24
24: Performance Day

October
October 17
17: Opening of the second exhibition (October 18 - December 15)
The program will be updated in the near future on the website.
Click here for more information about 1a space and the site of Cattle Depot Artist Village.

SONG DONG, 36 CALENDARS, Hong Kong

Artist Song Dong during the opening event on January 21, 2013, ArtisTree, Hong Kong. Courtesy of Asia Art
Archive.

The exceptionally elaborate and heavily research-based work 36 Calendars by renowned
Beijing based artist Song Dong is the subject of yet another funding project by Burger

Collection in its on-going mission to support outstanding artistic and curatorial projects. In
preparation for his work the artist spent a little over one year recollecting and visually
chronicling his personal memories of recent Chinese history, as the title evokes, for the
duration of the 36 years identical with his age. Starting in 1978, the hand-made documents
take the form of 36 paper (12-month) calendars, which, as the organizers at Asia Art Archive
write, “build on Song’s longtime investigation into socio-political history, individual
experience, and art history.” The work was initially conceived during the artist’s residency at
Asia Art Archive in 2011 and 2012, and—apart from being an exhibition in Hong Kong’s
ArtisTree arts venue—took on a performative dimension during the opening, when over 400
participants freely intervened on the black and white calendar templates thereby

reconstructing and rewriting historical time from multiple perspectives. Members of the public
were invited to alter or add on according to their own imagination or interpretation of the

historical moments. The exhibition Song Dong: 36 Calendars was jointly presented by Asia Art
Archive and Mobile M+ of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority. The work has been

acquired by Burger Collection. The exhibition will continue as an online project, and will be
launched on the AAA website this summer. Please check back to Asia Art Archive’s website.

NAIZA KHAN, WORKS 1987-2013, ArtAsiaPacific

Double spread of monograph Naiza Khan Works 1987-2013. Courtesy of ArtAsiaPacific. Graphic design by
Philipp Hubert, Visiotypen.

Urbanization has transformed daily metropolitan life worldwide with cities becoming economic
whirlpools, sites of displacement and post-natural scapes. Pakistani artist Naiza Khan (b.
1968), aware of the fluctuations of her resident city Karachi, describes these urban alterations
as “disrupted geographies”. The monograph of the artist entitled Naiza Khan Works 1987-

2013 presents a plethora of works linked to the turbulent life in Karachi, where the artist has
been based for the past 22 years. Readers of this beautiful monograph will be able to study
twenty-five years of work. Published by ArtAsiaPacific the monograph spans across the
various media of the artist including painting, sculpture, wall drawing, performance, and
video. A public release by ArtAsiaPacific points to how the artist manages to “capture the
experience of living and working in Karachi, where everyday life is affected by natural disaster,
urban migration and political struggle.” The support to the monograph is part of Burger
Collection’s ongoing funding program, also dedicated to the realization of exceptional
editorial projects about artists represented in the collection. The book is published in
conjunction with Naiza Khan’s first solo exhibition in the United States at the Eli and Edythe
Broad Art Museum at Michigan State University, and includes a foreword by Michael Rush,
essays by Salima Hashmi, Karin Zitzewitz, Nafisa Rizvi and an interview by Iftikhar Dadi. The
exhibition Naiza Khan: Karachi Elegies opened on February 22 and will be on view until May
25, 2013. For more information please click here.

PRESENTLY/SOON ON VIEW WORLDWIDE

Titus Kaphar, The Vesper Project, 2012 (installation view), mixed media, dimensions variable. Courtesy of
Friedman Benda and the artist. Photography by Luke Hanscom. © Luke Hanscom

Burger Collection regularly responds to loan requests from artists and institutions in its open
policy of making works available to the general public. The following works can presently or
soon be seen on tour:
Titus Kaphar, Preservation of Family Fictions, 2010-2011 at the Friedman Benda Gallery, New
York, USA, 28/02 – 06/04/13

Tala Madani, The Whole, 2011; Procession, 2011; Everyone wants to be chinese, 2008, at the
Museum Museet Malmö, Sweden 15/02 – 14/04/13 and at the Museum Museet Stockholm,
Sweden, 24/05 – 27/10/13
Urs Fischer, Mr. Flosky, 2001/2002, at the Museum of Contemporary Arts, Los Angeles, USA,
21/04 – 19/08/13

Robert Kinmont, Copper Pots (given a chance), 1972; I Cubic Foot of California, 2011, at the
Kunsthaus Glarus, Switzerland, 10/02 – 05/05/13

Wim Delvoye, Donata, 2005, at the Museum Villa Rot, Burgrieden-Rot, Germany, 24/03 –
28/07/13
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